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To  the  Old  Fletton  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Scotchbrook  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1965. 

Old  Fletton  is  situated  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  City  of 
Peterborough.  It  is  a  comparatively  prosperous  Urban  District  with 
good  living  standards.  The  chief  industries  are  Brick-making,  Engineer¬ 
ing  and  Food  Canning,  and  during  the  appropriate  season  sugar  is 
manufactured  from  sugar  beet  on  a  large  scale.  Old  Fletton  also  acts 
as  a  dormitory  area  for  Peterborough,  many  of  the  residents  finding 
their  employment  in  the  City.  Due  to  the  great  increase  in  the  use  of 
cars  the  roads  into  the  City  are  at  times  very  congested,  and  a  second 
bridge  is  urgently  required. 

The  mid-year  population  was  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
as  being  12,480,  an  increase  of  190  since  the  previous  year. 

One  hundred  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
seven  of  Whooping  Cough.  There  were  two  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
one  being  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary. 

There  were  226  live  births  during  the  year  as  compared  to  255 
the  previous  year  which  was  a  record.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  18.1  per 
thousand  population,  but  when  adjusted  by  the  comparability  factor  it 
was  15.8,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  18.0. 

There  were  95  deaths  during  the  year  (one  less  than  the  previous 
year)  giving  a  crude  rate  of  7.6  per  thousand  and  an  adjusted  rate  of 
10. 1  per  thousand,  the  national  rate  being  11.5. 

The  completion  and  opening  of  Stage  1  of  the  Coneygree  Road 
Flatlets  for  the  elderly,  providing  sixteen  separate  units,  and  a  warden 
with  a  flat  in  the  same  building  obtainable  in  emergency  by  ringing  a 
bell,  has  marked  a  great  step  forward  in  catering  for  a  kind  of  old  person 
which  many  of  us  realise  we  might  easily  become.  They  provide  for  those 
elderly  people  who  are  quite  fit  and  well  and  are  able  to  run  a  small  home 
of  their  own.  They  don’t  want  to  be  bothered  with,  or  cannot  manage 
gardening  or  fires,  but  above  all  things  they  do  prize  their  independence. 
Here  they  have  their  own  separate  house  with  a  key.  I  am  glad  that 
there  are  to  be  more  of  these  flatlets. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  District  is  still  very  good,  in 
spite  of  the  volume  of  water  which  is  used  steadily  increasing.  The  new 
reservoir  and  pumping  station  are  serving  us  well. 


3 


Work  upon  the  enlargement  of  the  Sewage  Works  and  duplic¬ 
ation  of  certain  sewers  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  Completion 
of  this  project  is  urgently  awaited,  as  serious  surcharging  of  the  sewers 
occurs  from  time  to  time  in  certain  areas,  especially  after  heavy  rain,  and 
the  load  on  the  old  system  is  steadily  increasing  as  development  pro¬ 
gresses  throughout  the  large  area  for  which  our  works  caters. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  and 
their  Officers  and  Staff,  and  my  Professional  Colleagues  in  the  District 
most  of  whom  are  in  frequent  contact  with  me,  for  the  help  which  they 
have  so  willingly  given  to  me  throughout  the  year. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  .  .  .  .  .  3029  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1965)  .  .  12,480 

Density  of  persons  per  acre  .  _ .  4.12 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1965  .  3993 

Rateable  Value,  31/12/65  .  _  £585,751 

Value  of  Penny  Rate,  31/3/65  .  £2396 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births  .  .  .  .  226 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  _ .  .  18.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  .  .  3.98 

Still-births  ....  .  .  .  4 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  17.4 

Total  live  and  still-births  .  . .  230 

Infant  deaths  .  .  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — total  .  .  8.9 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  .  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  Nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  . .  .  .  7.6 


INFANT  DEATHS 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Actual  Number 
of  Deaths 

7 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Rates  All  Infants 

Per  1,000  Live  Births 

29.9 

17.9 

9.7 

8.9 

11.8 

8.9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (total)  .  .  .  .  24 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus  .  .  .  7 

Coronary  Disease— angina  .  12 

Other  Heart  Disease  .  17 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  .  1 


Comparison  of  rates  with  those  of  England  &  Wales. 


Per  1,000  Population 

Per  1,000 
LiveBirths 

Perl, 000 
TotalBirths 

Live 

Ad¬ 

justed 

Crude 

Ad¬ 

justed 

Infantile 

Still 

Birth 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Mortality 

Births 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Old  Fletton  U.D.C. 

18.1 

15.8 

7.6 

10.1 

8.9 

17.4 

England  &  Wales 

— 

18.0 

— 

11.5 

19.0 

15.7 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births  .  —  — .  0.87 

Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  .  .  .  .  1.33 


(The  Comparability  Factors  are  figures  by  which  the  crude-birth  and 
death  rates  need  to  be  multiplied  so  as  to  find  the  adjusted  rates.  The  adjust¬ 
ed  rates  are  then  comparable  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  or  the 
adjusted  rates  of  any  other  place  in  the  Country. 

The  Registrar  General  calculates  the  factors  from  information  available 
to  him  concerning,  amongst  other  things,  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the 
population.) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

All  Causes. 

53 

42 

95 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— - 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  . 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus . 

7 

— 

7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

2 

10 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

2 

11 

13 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

4 

12 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

7 

10 

17 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

4 

5 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

4 

2 

6 

24.  Bronchitis 

5 

— 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

28.  Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases  . 

4 

3 

7 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  &  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

6 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1965. 


HOUSING 

The  first  stage  of  the  Coneygree  Road  flatlets,  consisting  of 
sixteen  units  and  a  warden’s  flat  was  opened  in  November  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  County  Council. 'This  was  the  first  scheme  of  its  type  in  the 
district  and  some  understandable  hesitation  on  the  part  of  persons 
waiting  for  elderly  persons  accommodation  was  evidenced  during  the 
letting  process.  The  first  occupants  have,  however,  been  so  delighted 
with  the  comfort  and  amenities  available  that  they  have  proved  to  be  the 
best  “salesmen”  for  this  type  of  unit.  Design  work  for  Stage  II  was 
already  in  hand  before  Stage  I  was  completed,  and  the  Committee  have 
amended  certain  features  of  Stage  I  which  will,  they  feel,  make  for  a  still 
more  desirable  unit  of  accommodation;  in  particular  separate  W.C.’s 
will  in  future  be  provided  for  every  flatlet  as  it  has  been  found  that  this 
is  regarded  as  a  necessity. 

In  spite  of  the  provision  of  this  additional  accommodation  for 
the  elderly,  the  waiting  list  continued  to  increase  throughout  the  year, 
and  for  the  first  time  reached  a  higher  level  than  that  of  the  general 
waiting  list.  There  could  be  no  clearer  indication  of  the  need  for  the 
Council’s  major  effort  in  housing  to  be  channelled  towards  provision  for 
the  elderly  rather  than,  as  in  the  past,  for  general  need. 

Due  to  the  availability  of  land  in  Stanground  as  opposed  to 
Woodston,  the  postwar  housing  effort  has  been  very  largely  concentrated 
in  the  former  parish,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  appeared  that  the 
Council  were  at  last  in  a  position  to  acquire  a  large  site  of  approximately 
19  acres  in  Woodston.  As  this  proposal  involved  a  change  in  the  Town 
Map,  a  Public  Enquiry  was  held,  and  the  Council’s  need  for  housing 
land  in  that  area  to  balance  not  only  the  age  ratio  of  buildings,  but  also 
of  the  occupants  of  the  two  parishes,  was  pressed  upon  the  Ministry’s 
Inspector.  The  Minister  consented  to  the  Council’s  proposals  and  work 
was  begun  on  the  mechanics  of  acquiring  land  which  is  split  into  a 
number  of  separate  ownerships. 

Several  schemes  for  which  design  work  commenced  last  year 
got  under  way  towards  the  end  of  this  year,  and  included  a  block  of 
seven  shops  and  supermarket  with  residential  accommodation  above, 
a  high  density  scheme  for  thirty-six  units  (both  off  Lawson  Avenue), 
and  eight  flats  for  the  elderly  in  Gordon  Avenue. 

Four  houses  were  demolished  under  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  and 
the  occupants  rehoused. 

24  applications  for  Standard  Improvement  Grants  at  a  total  cost 
of  £2,859  were  approved  by  the  Council  of  which  22  were  made  by 
owner-occupiers. 
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I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  provision  of  mortgages  by 
the  Council  for  prospective  house  purchasers  had  increased  very  sharply. 
Unfortunately  this  came  to  an  abrupt  stop  during  this  year  due  to 
financial  stringency  at  Government  level.  This  did  not  prevent  the  con¬ 
tinued  sale  of  Council  houses,  with  appropriate  safeguards,  to  sitting 
tenants,  and  17  were  sold  during  1965. 

Private  house  building  continued  on  the  Park  Farm  and 
Havelock  Farm  estates,  and  overall  was  responsible  for  the  completion 
of  109  houses  during  the  year. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  .  3234 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  3234 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  51 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  excluding  those  dealt  with  by 
Improvement  Grants  .  ....  49 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  ....  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 
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(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  42  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

(1)  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  during  the  year  1 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  included  in  (1)  above  4 

(3)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  unfitness 

for  human  habitation  .  4 

(4)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc.  .  .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  2 

(6)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  4 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17  &  35  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957. 

(1)  Houses  made  subject  to  closing  Orders .  2 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  quality,  quantity  and  pressure  of  water  supplied  were 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  The  total  volume  supplied  was  313^ 
million  gallons,  an  increase  of  3-J-  million  gallons  over  1964,  and  the 
system  proved  capable  of  dealing  with  this  increased  volume  without 
difficulties.  Bacteriological  sampling  during  the  year  invariably  gave 
satisfactory  results.  The  water  has  a  natural  fluorine  content  of  between 
0.11  and  0.18  parts  per  million,  and  at  the  present  time  no  decision  has 
been  taken  to  increase  this  to  the  optimum  proportion.  For  practical 
purposes,  all  houses  in  the  district  now  have  an  internal  piped  water 
supply. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Work  continued  throughout  the  year  on  a  contract  for  ex¬ 
tensions  and  alterations  at  the  disposal  works  and  pumping  station, 
together  with  the  laying  of  relief  sewers  throughout  the  district.  The 
necessity  for  this  work  is  becoming  monthly  more  apparent  due  to  the 
increasing  volume  of  sewage  being  received  from  developments  not  only 
in  this  district  but  in  that  of  the  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  Council. 

At  one  time  during  the  year  a  serious  nuisance  occurred  due  to 
the  discharge  into  the  sewers  of  drainage  from  vegetable  wastes.  The 
source  was  quickly  ascertained  and  immediate  preventative  measures 
were  taken  to  stop  further  admission  of  the  offending  liquor  into  the 
sewers.  Recirculation  of  the  final  effluent  carried  out  with  the  use  of  a 
hired  submersible  pump,  and  temporary  measures  for  aerating  sewage 
entering  the  main  pumping  station  were  put  into  operation.  These  steps 
helped  to  speed  up  recovery  of  the  filter  beds,  but  of  course  complete 
recovery  was  a  matter  of  several  weeks.  As  a  result  of  this  incident  dis¬ 
cussions  were  held  with  the  factory  management  concerned,  and  a  pro¬ 
gramme  was  agreed  upon  for  routine  sampling  of  their  effluent  for  a 
twelve  month  period.  Results  of  this  could  then  form  the  basis  of 
negotiations  for  a  “trade  waste”  agreement. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

A  third  collection  vehicle  came  into  operation  during  the  year 
and  due  to  this  collections  were,  except  for  unavoidable  reasons  such  as 
holidays  and  excessive  sickness,  generally  running  at  one  per  week.  An 
outlet  for  baled  waste  paper  was  found  during  the  year,  and  collection  of 
this  material  recommenced.  A  revised  bonus  scheme  was  agreed  for  the 
collectors  which  gave  them  an  improved  percentage  of  the  income 
accruing.  This  bonus  is  paid  to  collectors  who  wish  to  participate  in  the 
scheme,  but  participation  is  volunatry  and  not  all  collectors  do  in  fact 
take  part. 

STREET  SWEEPING 

There  was  no  necessity  to  operate  the  emergency  snow  clearance 
arrangements  agreed  between  the  County  Council  and  this  Council,  due 
to  the  mild  winter. 

The  operating  costs  of  the  Lewin  mechanical  orderly  continued 
to  rise  thus  off-setting  to  a  large  extent  the  fact  that  it  was  operating 
beyond  the  end  of  its  “write-off”  period.  The  Council  therefore  decided  to 
purchase  a  new  sweeper  and  after  practical  tests  of  three  different  types 
it  was  decided  to  purchase  a  Johnston  Brothers  vacuum  sweeper  on  an 
Austin  chassis.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  vehicle  has  performed 
efficiently  and  with  little  “off-road”  time. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

No  prosecutions  were  found  to  be  necessary  during  the  year. 
The  bakery  referred  to  in  my  report  of  last  year  is  now  closed.  During 
the  year  42  lbs  of  meat  and  120  lbs  of  fish  were  condemned,  the  latter  as 
a  result  of  a  request  to  inspect  a  consignment  at  a  school  kitchen. 

Occasional  meat  inspection  at  a  Whittlesey  slaughterhouse  was 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  agreement  with  that 
authority. 

There  are  67  food  premises  in  the  District  divided  as  follows : 


Works  Canteens  5 

School  Kitchens  5 

Fried  Fish  6 

Butchers  7 

Grocery  32 

Licensed  Premises  12 


The  premises  comply  with  the  requirement  of  Section  16  &  19  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960. 

OPEN  SPACES 

Southfields  extension  playing  field  was  ploughed  up  since,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  last  report,  its  condition  after  the  initial  contract  for 
cultivation  and  seeding  was  unsatisfactory.  Re-levelling  and  seeding 
were  carried  out  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  appeared  likely  that  this 
would  be  successful. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

Work  on  initial  inspections  under  this  Act  was  continued  during 
the  year,  and  the  major  proportion  of  properties  involved  have  now  been 
seen.  In  general  no  serious  defects  have  been  found  in  these  premises. 
Minor  items  having  been  taken  up  informally  with  the  occupiers.  More 
extensive  works  were  required  in  one  of  the  few  large  offices  in  the 
district  and  the  occupier  has  the  necessary  work  in  hand. 

STAFF 

The  Council  decided  that  the  volume  of  work  which  fell  on  the 
department  was  such  as  to  require  the  appointment  of  a  qualified  Public 
Health  Inspector  as  a  deputy  to  me  in  my  dual  capacity,  and  Mr.  T.  A. 
White,  formerly  of  Peterborough  M.B.C.,  obtained  this  appointment. 

NUISANCES. 

Abated  as  a  result  of  informal  action  Nil 

Abated  as  a  result  of  Statutory  action  1 

Offensive  trades  (Health  Act  1936)  .  No.  established  Nil 

No.  of  inspections  .  Nil 


DISINFESTATION. 

Rats  and  Mice. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

No.  of  houses  inspected  .  63 

No.  of  houses  treated  and  cleared  ....  .  . .  63 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES—  VISITS  AND  DISINFECTION 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  .  .  15 

No.  of  Visits  .  22 

Premises  disinfected (a)  Tuberculosis  ....  1 

(b)  Others  ....  1 

Schools  disinfected  .  .  .  Nil 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

Twenty-four  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
or  petroleum  mixtures.  One  store  at  a  factory  was  discontinued,  the  tank 
being  filled  with  weak  concrete.  One  new  petroleum  filling  station  came 
into  operation  on  the  Whittlesey  Road,  and  all  tanks  and  pipe  lines  for 
this  were  tested. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

There  were  no  major  infestations  during  the  year.  The  selection 
of  an  appropriate  poison  is  becoming  more  difficult  in  that  fluoroacetamide 
was  statutorily  banned  during  the  year  because  of  danger  to  other  mam¬ 
mals  and  there  is  some  evidence  that  in  certain  areas  of  the  country  rats 
are  acquiring  a  natural  immunity  to  warfarin.  Two  new  poisons  which 
cause  (1)  a  fatal  reduction  in  blood  pressure  and  (2)  destruction  of  the 
body’s  natural  temperature  regulation  mechanism  were  marketed  during 
the  year,  but  their  success  in  the  field  has  yet  to  be  proved  over  a  lengthy 
period. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Premises  on  Written  Occupiers 


Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  power 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  with  power 

24 

6 

1 

Nil 

Other  Premises 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  1 

Outworkers.  There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  District. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  for  their 
support  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

L.  DEARDEN, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1965. 


Total  Deaths 


Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

65  &  upwards 

45  —  65 

35  —  45 


20  —  35 
15  —  20 
10  —  15 
5  —  10 
4  —  5 
3  —  4 


2  —  3 


1  —  2 

under  1  year 
TOTAL 
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Tuberculosis. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  V.  CANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Health  Clinic, 

Whittlesey  Road, 

Stanground, 

Nr.  Peterborough. 

Tel.  Peterborough  68010 
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